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 Wyndham Rural 
Demographic profile 








The rural areas featured in the following profile include Werribee South, Cocoroc, Little River, Mambourin, Quandong, and Mount Cottrell. 
Population
Wyndham Rural has the smallest population of all the Wyndham districts. In 2016, there were 3,665 people residing in the rural areas of Wyndham, the majority of which were in Werribee South and Little River. 
Forecast[endnoteRef:1]  [1:  id Consulting base the 2016 population around estimates which account for the approximate 5% non-response rate in the Census and adjustments for births, deaths and net migration. As a result, the forecast 2016 population may differ from that reported in the population section of this profile.] 

The Rural population of Wyndham is forecast to grow significantly over the next 20 years. By 2036, it is expected that there will be just over 28,000 residents living in this district. This is an increase of over 2900% from 2016. 
Age 
The age profile of Rural District residents is typically older than the rest of Wyndham. In the Rural District, the largest age group is those aged 50-59 years, and 46% of residents are aged 40 to 69 years. In Wyndham, the largest age groups are 30-39 years and 0-9 years. 
Cultural Diversity 
Residents residing in the Rural District of Wyndham are less culturally diverse than residents Wyndham wide. More than two thirds of people in Wyndham’s rural areas were born in Australia. In contrast, just over half of all Wyndham residents were born outside Australia. In the rural areas, England, Malta, Italy, New Zealand and Greece were the most common countries of birth apart from Australia. Interestingly, a high proportion of rural district residents opted out of nominating their country of birth on the 2016 Census (13%). English is the most commonly spoken language amongst rural district residents (72%). 17% of residents speak a language other than English. The most common include Italian, Maltese, Greek, Macedonian and Arabic. 
Households
Unlike Wyndham, the proportion of couple family households is much smaller in the rural district (46% and 23% respectively). Despite this, they are the predominant household type.  Only 6% of households are one parent families, and nearly 16% are lone person households.
Tenure
More than a third of households in the Rural District are owned outright compared to less than 20% Wyndham wide. Around 20% of households are owned with a mortgage. 
Employment 
Almost a third (32%) of residents over 15 living in the rural district are employed in full time positions and around 34% of people are not in the labour force or looking for work. Construction, agriculture, forestry and fishing, and transport, postal and warehousing are the 3 most common industries of employment for residents in the Rural District. 
Journey to work[endnoteRef:2]
On Census day 2016, car as driver was the most common method of travel to work for employed rural district residents. Around 7.5% of people in this area work from home and 4% of people walked to their place of employment. Public transport use is low, with less than 5% catching a train or bus. [2:  Method of travel to work data includes Car as driver and train as sole method of travel, and in conjunction with other transport modes (e.g. bus, car, tram etc.).] 



Education
Certificate level qualifications were the most common amongst Rural District residents aged 15 years and over.  Just over 2% of people had a postgraduate qualification and around 7% held a Bachelor degree. In comparison, around 16% of Wyndham residents 15 years and over had a Bachelor degree. 
Need for assistance
The proportion of residents needing assistance with core activities is higher in the Rural District compared to Wyndham wide. In 2016, just over 5% of the rural district residents required assistance with core activities compared to around 4% of residents across Wyndham. It is likely the older population residing in the rural district could be resulting in the slightly elevated proportion. 
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