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Planning for the future is not easy. 
The world can change fast. 

Wyndham 2040 provides a direction for what 
we want Wyndham to be like in the future. It 
provides a guide for working together on what’s 
important. 

We had lots of conversations with the community 
at a host of different community events, festivals 
and functions over the first six months in 2015. 
Those conversations helped shape a 2040 vision.   

This district plan represents the first steps in  
the journey towards that vision. It outlines what 
will be done in Wyndham Rural over the next  
four years.
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Locally-Focused:  
An Introduction to Districts
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By grouping neighbouring suburbs together  
and planning for smaller areas, Council is better 
placed to partner with residents in identifying the 
needs of individual communities. It also helps to 
facilitate partnerships across districts to address 
common issues. 

District partnerships are valuable as they 
empower communities to support each other by 
sharing their skills, knowledge and strengths. 
This creates opportunities to work together in 
achieving shared goals and builds confident and 
independent neighbourhoods in the process. 

Wyndham Rural is made up of the suburbs of 
Werribee South, Cocoroc, Little River, Mambourin, 
Quandong, Eynesbury and Mount Cottrell.

Wyndham is moving towards 
a more locally-focused 
approach to planning by 
working at a district level. 
Districts are one way of 
thinking about Wyndham as a 
whole which will change how 
Council and community work 
together to realise the future 
of the city. 
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Top 5
industries that 

residents of Wyndham 
Rural work in:

Construction

Manufacturing

Agriculture, 
forestry and fishing

Retail trade

Transport, postal 
and warehouse

Between 2006 and 2011 residents employed as  
sales workers had the largest rate of increase, 41%

Arabic, Croatian, Punjabi, Hunagarian and Polish
5 fastest growing languages other than English

0.3%of the Wyndham Rural population 
in 2011 were Indigenous

About Wyndham Rural

Wyndham Rural is made of Little 
River, Werribee South, Mount Cottrell, 
Eynesbury, Quandong, Mambourin 
and Cocoroc. In 2011 nearly 4,500 
people lived in Wyndham Rural, which 
represented 3% of the Wyndham 
population and made it the smallest 
district area in Wyndham.

Who Lives in 
Wyndham Rural: 
Demographic Profile

1% of residents were  
living overseas in 2006

of households owned their 
home outright in 2011, 
the highest in Wyndham

35%
Between 2006 and 2011 an  
additional 140 residents households 
owned their home with a mortgage

19% of Wyndham Rural residents had 
obtained a VCE or VCAL in 2011, 
higher than Wyndham overall

of residents held a degree 
qualification in 2011

Over

11%
Between 2006 and 2011 the number of 
people holding a degree qualification 
or higher increased by 40%

•	Australian	Bureau	of	Statistics,	Census	of	Population	&	Housing	2006	and	2011. 
•	ID	Consulting,	2014	Based	Wyndham	Population	and	Household	Forecasts.
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13%Wyndham Rural had the largest % 
of the population aged 65 years plus 

people living in households as couples 
with no children (25%) in 2011

The top five faith groups in 2011 were:
Catholic, Anglican, Eastern Orthodox,  
Uniting Church and Presbyterian Reformed 

The future of 
Wyndham Rural

Between 2006 and 2011 the percentage of residents 
that travelled to work by car increased by 7%

0.3% of residents worked at home on the day 
of the Census 2011, over 3x Wyndham %

Between 2006 and 2011 Wyndham 
Rural population increased by 12%

there was a 40% increase in couples living alone

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

One parent family

Lone person  
household

Group households

Couple families  
with dependents

Wyndham Wyndham Rural

Couples with  
dependents

By 2036, 30-34 years is projected to 
be the largest age group (11.5%) 

Between 2011 and 2036 an additional 27,100 
people are projected to live in Wyndham Rural 
primarily due to expansion of the urban area

By 2036, 62% will be under the age of 34 years
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Strengths-Based:  
Community Assets



Strengths-Based

In preparing this district plan, the Wyndham 2040 
project team worked to build a better understanding of 
community strengths by finding out:

• What people liked about Wyndham; 

• What community members were good at; and

•  The strengths of the people and places in the 
community.

Community builder and academic John McKnight 
(2013) wrote, “If you and the other neighbors know 
of each other’s gifts, new community possibilities 
emerge.” He went on to say, “By recognizing our 

individual gifts, capacities and skills, we can see that 
the neighborhood is a treasure chest. By putting the 
gifts together in many different ways, we open the 
chest and use its riches.” 

This thinking is behind an approach to planning that 
makes best use of what everyone in the community 
can do and provides a place for individuals, groups, 
organisations, institutions and government to make  
a contribution. 
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Place of Tourist Destinations

The Wyndham Rural community recognise that they 
play an important role in the local economy with regard 
to the Werribee Park Tourism Precinct. Key Wyndham 
destinations such as the tourist precinct and Werribee 
South Foreshore are regarded as particularly important. 
Residents emphasise a strong personal connection to these 
places as destinations for local residents to come together. 

“I enjoy going to the beach at Werribee South.  
I enjoy watching the pelicans and the boats.  
The Werribee River is a quiet spot to sit and enjoy the 
peace and birds. Somewhere to go for some peace.”

“The Victoria State Rose Garden is a wonderful place! 
In this jewel you will always find roses blooming from 
October to April. Thousands of roses, bird life a plenty 
and a beautiful, serene place to walk and relax.”

“I like most things in Werribee South; the Rose 
Garden, the Marina, the Zoo, the Mansion and the 
farms and open space. I love the cafes and the winery, 
the food is always good. Werribee South is also close 
to the beach which is great.”

Connection to Nature

Residents feel that the landscape of Wyndham Rural is 
characterised by its natural assets. People feel lucky to 
live with so much green space at their doorstep which 
affords a healthy and active lifestyle. The community 
are proud of the coastline and the You Yangs as things 
which make them feel great about where they live. 

“I have always loved Little River’s country feel and 
all the bush surrounding it. Growing up here we have 
always enjoyed going to the You Yangs.”

“The best thing about living here is the untouched 
environment; The fresh air, calmness and the nature. 
It’s quite a unique area.”

“Werribee South is quiet, I’ve been here a long time 
and I feel like it’s home. I especially love being close  
to the beach and going for walks.”

Established Community Spirit

Community connection is of defining importance to 
Wyndham Rural. Residents place great value on 
living in a small community of families who have a 
longstanding connection both to the area and one 
another. People feel that where they live is safe, friendly 
and supportive; a place which puts people at the centre 
of everything, where everybody knows each other.

“There are lots of lovely stories of people helping one 
another. You don’t get that in any new estate, because 
no one has lived there for four generations - they are all 
new. Here you have people that ARE the community.”

“My son now runs the market garden which my father 
started.”

“I hope Wyndham continues to have this nice sense 
of community so my grandchild will feel like he knows 
people when he grows up. I hope he feels just as safe 
as we do now.”
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I feel connected to the Werribee South area; the zoo, Shadowfax 
and Werribee Beach. It is lovely driving along the road out here; 
market farmers and green vegetables. It is so quiet and peaceful. 
I really enjoy trying to catch fish at Werribee South. It’s a nice area 
with lots of space and not too many people. I feel at home in 
Werribee South. I don’t feel closed in which is important because 
I like the open space. I hope it never changes!



Community-Driven:  
Working Together

Community-Driven

This plan was put together by collecting 2,040 stories 
and a range of other local data. The main themes 
were reinforced at district workshops where residents 
and Council worked together to develop priorities for 
the next 4 years.

Council’s role is to plan for the future by reaching 
agreements with external organisations and State and 
Federal Government to ensure we have the funding 
and resources required to continue to develop local 
infrastructure and services.

However, Council cannot do this work alone. 
Many of the challenges ahead will require Council 
and community to work together to build stronger 
neighbourhoods and develop local responses. 

John McKnight, often referenced as the founder of 
the asset based community development approach, 
outlined some key characteristics of successful 
community led action (Russell, 2009).  

These include:

• A long term vision;

•  Always widening who is involved in helping to plan; 

• Developing new ways to connect people; and

•  Having small grants for individuals to do things in 
their neighbourhood.

Wyndham 2040 has aimed to develop or emphasise 
these types of opportunities as a part of implementing 
a strengths based approach to planning. 

Reporting on actions in this plan will be supported by 
the establishment of District Advisory Committees. 
Going forward there will be more ways for members 
of the community to shape and influence local actions.
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The following pages detail 
the actions that we will take 
over the next 4 years to 
work towards making the 
2040 vision a reality. 

Like most planning 
documents this district 
plan does not capture the 
complete work of Council or 
the community. Its purpose 
is to make more visible 
some of what is happening 
and invite more people to 
the cause of building great 
neighbourhoods. 

District  
Priorities
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Transport

Wyndham’s transport system will be efficient. People will be able to 
move around Wyndham easily. There will be more ways to connect 
to greater Melbourne. 

Our Goal

Improve the ability of residents to move 
within and outside Wyndham using a 
variety of transport modes.

Who We Work With

• State Government

• Federal Government

• VIC Roads

• Public Transport Victoria

• Local Developers

• Local Schools

•  Local Residents and Residents’ 
Groups like the Werribee South 
Ratepayer’s Association. 



Examples of  
Community-Led Action

•  Advocate for improved road 
conditions and traffic management 
to ensure local accessibility and 
including the foreshore and tourism 
precinct. 

•  Develop community-led advocacy 
campaigns on transport priorities. 

•  Develop partnerships between 
Wyndham Residents’ Groups to 
advocate for whole of Wyndham 
issues like transport.

 

What it Will Look Like

•  New funding for transport 
infrastructure.

• Road upgrades and improvements.

•  New strategies for improving 
transport. 

•  Ongoing conversations about our 
transport needs.

 

What Council Will Do

1.  Advocate for infrastructure 
developments to improve rail and bus 
services and ease road congestion.

2.  Review and reconstruct roads in 
Werribee South

3.  Reconstruct K Road between 
Werribee Zoo entrance and Duncans 
Road. 

4.  Reconstruct Little River Road 
between McLeans Road and You 
Yangs Road. 

5.  Develop, review and implement 
the Wyndham Integrated Transport 
Strategy. 
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Sustainable Land Use 
and Development



Our Goal

Increase clarity for land use and 
development in rural areas.

Who We Work With

• Metropolitan Planning Authority

• Local Residents 

• Property Owners

• Southern Rural Water

• Melbourne Water

What Council Will Do

1.  Develop the Little River Policy for the 
Municipal Strategic Statement. 

2.  Work with residents and other 
stakeholders in the development of 
the Werribee South Green Wedge 
Strategy.

3.  Explore the development of a green 
wedge management plan for the 
Western Grass Plain. 

4.  Explore the development of a fresh 
food hub that supports Wyndham’s 
agricultural precinct..

5.  Advocate for the upgrade of the 
water delivery system within the 
Werribee South Irrigation District.  

What It Will Look Like

•  Greater certainty and transparency 
in land use development. 

•  Sustainable management of a variety 
of land uses. 

Examples of  
Community-Led Action

•  Support the viability of local farming 
by advocating for appropriate water 
supply.

•  Develop stronger communication 
channels with government to hear 
about and provide feedback on local 
projects. 

Our natural environment will be  
respected, preserved and protected.
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Tourism Development

Wyndham will celebrate culture and art. We will share stories that 
challenge and inspire. Local events and attractions will build Wyndham’s 
reputation as a place to visit and be a source of community pride.



Our Goal

Greater diversity of events that 
contribute to cultural, community and 
economic development.

Who We Work With

• Parks Victoria

• Local Businesses

• Local Residents

•  Community Groups and 
Organisations

•  Wyndham Business and Tourism 
Association

What it Will Look Like

•  New major events established in 
Wyndham. 

•  Growth in arts and cultural events 
held in Wyndham.

•  Local events that attract attendance 
from people living outside of 
Wyndham. 

•   New strategies to support tourism. 

What Council Will Do

1.  Continue to support and promote 
the tourism potential of the Werribee 
Park Tourism Precinct.

2.  Explore the development of a music 
event in Little River. 

3.  Introduce new signage to highlight 
Werribee Park as a tourism 
destination and make stronger links 
with Werribee City Centre. 

4.  Develop, review and implement 
the Wyndham Tourism and Events 
Strategy.

Examples of  
Community-Led Action

•  Promote Little River and the You 
Yangs Regional Park and seek out 
opportunities to highlight the unique 
characteristics of the area. 

•  Explore alternative uses for the 
bluestone goods shed that would 
attract visitors to Little River. 

•  Promote the Little River Mechanics 
Institute Hall as an events venue for 
Wyndham community groups and 
organisations. 

•  Create a calendar of events to attract 
local residents and tourists to spend 
more time in Wyndham. 

•  Promote Wyndham and it’s tourism 
assets broadly across Melbourne 
and Geelong. 

•  Advocate for an approach to tourism 
that highlights the amenity of the 
Werribee River. 

19Wyndham 2040 | Wyndham Rural District Plan



Culture  
and	Heritage

Wyndham will celebrate 
culture and art. We will share 
stories that challenge and 
inspire. We will acknowledge 
the Aboriginal heritage of the 
land. The country beginnings 
of our towns and shire will 
be remembered.



Our Goal

Greater recognition of the heritage  
and history of rural areas.

Who We Work With

• Parks Victoria

• Local Residents

• Little River Historical Society 

Examples of  
Community-Led Action

•  Develop the “Little River People” 
publication to share stories about the 
history and people of Little River. 

•  Promote the historical collection 
available at the Little River 
Mechanics Institute Hall. 

•  Display and collect local histories at 
community events .

What it Will Look Like
•  Stories of local history shared and 

celebrated.

•  More visitors to sites of historical 
importance.

 

What Council Will Do

1.  Develop a Cultural Heritage Plan for 
Cobbledicks Ford.

2.  Implement planning controls 
to support the heritage overlay 
protecting dry stone walls in Little 
River.

3.  Explore a heritage driving trail to 
raise the profile of heritage-based 
tourism in Little River. 

4.  Develop a local Reconciliation Action 
Plan for Little River Kindergarten. 

5.  Support local groups and 
organisations to share stories about 
Wyndham’s rural history. 

21Wyndham 2040 | Wyndham Rural District Plan



Natural Environment
Our natural environment will be respected, 
preserved and protected.



Our Goal

Safeguard natural assets and support 
landowners and residents to look after 
the natural environment. 

Who We Work With

• State Government

• Landcare Groups

• Local Environmental Groups

•  Community Groups and 
Organisations

• Local Residents

Examples of  
Community-Led Action

•  Run monthly clean up sessions 
focussing on Werribee South Beach 
in areas not regularly targeted by 
maintenance programs. 

•  Advocate to State Government 
for new policies that support the 
reduction of litter.

•  Support the development of the 
Western Grasslands Reserves and 
access for people to learn about their 
biodiversity. 

•  Support the expansion of tree cover 
and other vegetation on riverbanks 
and broad acreage adjoining the 
Werribee River. 

What Council Will Do

1.  Create a greater focus on the health 
of our waterways in particular the 
Werribee River, specifically for 
environmental flows, litter prevention 
and monitoring.

2.  Continue to deliver the Land 
Protection Grant Scheme to support 
landowners to remove noxious 
weeds. 

3.  Develop, review and implement 
the Environment and Sustainability 
Strategy. 

What it Will look Like

•  Healthy waterways and coastlines..

• Greater diversity of wildlife. 

•  New strategies to reduce waste and 
support sustainable living. 
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Social Connection

Wyndham will be a family 
friendly city, enabling 
and supporting strong 
intergenerational relationships. 

Our city will be made up 
of socially connected and 
inclusive neighbourhoods. 
It will be a welcoming 
community for everyone.  
The Wyndham community will 
be known for listening to and 
learning from the diversity of 
all residents. 



Our Goal

Build upon existing neighbourhood 
relationships and support new 
connections. 

Our Partners

• Local Schools

•  Local Community Groups and 
Organisations

• Local Residents 

• Local Developers

Examples of  
Community-Led Action

•  Celebrate the stories of local 
community-led action online through 
photography and storytelling. 

•  Continue to support events and 
functions that bring the local 
community together. 

•  Develop links with Wyndham 
Harbour development and new 
residents. 

What Council Will Do

1.  Work with young people in rural 
areas to better understand their 
aspirations.

2.  Explore providing youth development 
and leadership programs . 

3.  Support the development and 
activation of Wyndham Harbour to 
provide opportunities for community 
building.

4.  Promote the Little River Country 
Fair as an event for community 
connection.  

5.  Provide community development 
support to support local activities.

6.  Implement the Hard to Locate Sports 
Strategy. 

What it Will Look Like

•  Opportunities for young people to 
develop leadership skills. 

•  Local events that bring people 
together. 

•  Opportunities for neighbours to meet 
each other. 

•  Strong relationships between 
neighbours.
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Parks and 
Open Space

 Our Goal

Safeguard natural assets and plan for 
new parks and open spaces that build 
on Wyndham’s strengths.

Who We Work With

• Parks Victoria

• Local Residents

What Council Will Do
1.  Upgrade Little River Reserve to 

provide lighting.

2.  Upgrade Graham’s Reserve to 
improve accessibility. 

3.  Provide picnic facilities and toilets at 
Cobbledicks Ford.

Examples of  
Community-Led Action

•  Develop ideas for new sport and 
recreation offerings in rural areas. 

•  Promote the use of the Werribee 
River for passive recreation. 

What It Will Look Like

•  Night sports and evening events in 
Little River.

•  Increased access to parks without 
jeopardising natural assets. 

Our parks and open spaces will connect people with 
the outdoors and each other. They will be activated 
and inviting destinations for residents and visitors.



Wyndham Rural:
Planned Development

Grahams Reserve

Cobbledicks Ford Reserve

Little River Sport Reserve Lighting

1

2

3

Rail

Urban Growth Boundary

Wyndham Rural District
1

2

3
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Further Information
For more information please contact:

Wyndham City 
Community Planning and Development 
P: 9742 0777 
E: mail@wyndham.vic.gov.au 
W: www.wyndham.vic.gov.au/wyndham2040


