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Anita:
Hello, and welcome to Recently Returned.  I’m your host Anita, and I’m joined by Elizabeth for another episode of our Summer Series.


Welcome, Elizabeth.

Elizabeth:
Hi Anita, how are you?
Anita:
I’m great thank you, great to have you here today.  I’ll start off by just asking you some short rapid fire questions.  That’s just a way for our listeners to get to know a bit about you and a bit about your reading tastes.  Are you ready for our rapid fire questions?

Elizabeth:
I – I am, yes.

Anita:
Great.  So, I’ll just start by asking you what your job is at Wyndham City Libraries?

Elizabeth:
So, I’m the Coordinator of Library Programs and Services.

Anita:
Great, and how long have you worked for the – the library service?

Elizabeth:
I have been with Wyndham City Libraries for 11 years and I started as a part-time children’s librarian.

Anita:
Yes.  That’s something that’s common, isn’t it?  That you can work in different roles in the library and try different things.  It’s one of the great parts of working in a library, I think.

Elizabeth:
Yes, that’s true.  That’s right, it’s been a great journey.

Anita:
Great, and now the next few questions – I just want to hear the title of the book.  So, it’s a bit hard not to elaborate, as tempting as it is, but I’d like you to tell us what you think is one book everyone should read at least once in their life.

Elizabeth:
So, I’ve chosen The Poisonwood Bible for this question.

Anita:
Yes, I know that one.  By Barbara Kingsolver?
Elizabeth:
Yes, yes.

Anita:
I have not read that one, so I perhaps will need to add it to my list.  Thanks for that recommendation.

Elizabeth:
Yes [laughs].

Anita:
And what’s one book you’ve been meaning to read which is currently sitting unread on your bookshelf or to be read list?

Elizabeth:
Sharks in the Time of Saviours.

Anita:
And in general, would you say you prefer fiction or non-fiction?

Elizabeth:
I read both, but mainly fiction.

Anita:
Same here.  So, who do you think would be one character you would love to meet in real life?

Elizabeth:
I’ve gone for Aragorn from Lord of the Rings [laughs].

Anita:
Nice one, yes.  Well, thanks for answering those questions.

I’d like to also remind listeners; Elizabeth will be sharing her summer reading recommendation along with a code word which will give you a chance to win a copy of that book she’ll be talking about today.  So, listen out for the code word at the end of the episode along with more details on how to enter.

So, Elizabeth, could you share your summer reading recommendation with our listeners?  I’m looking forward to hearing what you’ve got for us today.

Elizabeth:
Sure.  So, I’ve chosen a book called the Godmother by Hannelore Cayre.  It’s translated from the French, so her surname is spelled C-a-y-r-e.  So, this is a crime novel, but “A slice of French noir,” as [unintelligible 00:02:56] put it.  With a female protagonist who is middle aged.  It’s not a whodunit thriller, but more of a, “Will she get away with it?” thriller.  I really loved it because it’s – I read quite a lot of crime, and this is – was different because the protagonist is a middle aged woman who actually, for various reasons, becomes involved in the crime.  And I’m not giving it away here, but that’s the premise of the story.  So, so, it’s more, yes, “Will she get away with it?”  And the author is a practicing criminal lawyer in France, so she really knows the system, so there’s quite a lot of detail, it’s quite realistic in terms of the system and the flaws in the – in the system.  
It's an award winning novel, it was made into a film, it’s dark, it’s cynical, it's funny.  The protagonist, Patience is – is a 53-year-old French woman who speaks fluent Arabic, and she works as a lowly paid translator translating phone taps for drug and organised crime squads.  And she’s financially strapped, she’s trying to pay for her mother’s aged care bills.  She’s spent years caring for her children as a single parent when her husband died young, and as a more or less, you know, middle aged – ordinary middle aged French woman, she is above suspicion [laughs].  So, at one point, you know, sick of being treated as a dogsbody, she sees the worst of both the judicial system and the criminal world.
She takes up an opportunity and infiltrates a large drug deal, becoming The Godmother.  Now, this is the premise of the story.  I haven’t – as I say, the story is more about what happens, and “Will she get away with it?”  Interspersed throughout the story are reminiscences of her childhood and parents, and that really does link into – to why she does what she does.  I really like this book because it’s quirky, it’s dark, and funny, and yes – as I said, I read a lot of crime, fictional crime, but this really stood out because the protagonist isn’t from the police trying to solve the crime.  But rather someone who has become the criminal [laughs].  And the thrill is going along on her adventurous ride.  You know, “Will she get away with it without being killed by other criminals, will she be arrested?”  And the descriptions are quite evocative, and it’s quite fast paced, dialogue is really realistic, and it’s quite a different side.
You know, Paris, you think of glamourous, romantic Paris.  This is a very different view of Paris.  It’s a window to the – the dark and dangerous French underworld.  To me, it was a – it really stood – I read it quite a while ago, and it really stayed with me, and one that I would definitely recommend to others.  And as an older woman I also like to read about older female characters who are feisty, and they have adventures, and I mean, I can relate to being sandwiched between caring for a generation above and worrying about the generation below.
I also like character driven books and movies, so you know, if they’re flawed, that’s fine, that’s all part of it.  And I’m interested in the psychology of why people behave why they do.  So, Patience chooses to make a life changing decision which has a lot of implications, and that’s really interesting.  It’s also, you know, you’re sort of gunning for her in a way, as someone who has been invisible to others, and yes, has been lowly paid and that sort of thing.  So, even though she’s definitely not wholly a good character, I also like the style of the writing.  It’s told in the first person, it’s relative short – relatively short book and it really cracks along at a good pace.
So, very readable, and I know that Wyndham Libraries have it in different formats, so we do have not only the physical book, but we have it in e-audio and you know, e-book.  So, I think the sort of people who would like it are not only people who like crime fiction, but also people looking for something different and a little bit quirky.  You know, if you want to find out a little bit more about the French underworld.  Also, you know, people who enjoy character driven stories, and people who like books about adventure – adventurous women.  So, that’s why it’s my recommendation.
Anita:
Yes, and it sounds like a really great one.

Elizabeth:
Yes, yes.

Anita:
Yes, I’ve seen the book.  I know it’s – it’s not very long.  But it sounds like there’s so much going on in there.  I’m kind of – was surprised to hear how much is happening.
Elizabeth:
Yes, yes.  So, there’s quite a lot of dialogue.  Because you’re hearing, you know, what – what she thinks, and you’re hearing some of the transcript, so she has a really great understanding of – of – so it’s – you know, and there were sort of quite funny bits where she – she’s the only one that speaks Arabic, so – so, this is her, you know, her advantage [laughs].  So, you can see that she is sometimes – you know, she sometimes likes the – the criminal and feels that they’ve been hard done by, so she might translate slightly differently, or she might think they’re awful people, so she might, you know – she’s got a little bit of power in her role, so it’s – yes, there’s quite a lot in it.
That’s right, and – and yes, these sort of flashbacks to the past, and you realise how the past is linked with – yes, with her decision making [laughs] and her view of the world.  Yes, so – so, and as I said, I like character driven stories.  So, even though it’s sort of a – not action packed as in car chases, but it is still quite action packed in terms of, you know, she’s dealing with criminals and things happen, and things go wrong, and that sort of thing.  But also, it’s very much about her, and her character, and her journey.  So, that’s what I – really sucked me in.
Anita:
Yes, and it can be hard to find really good character driven crime.  I think there’s more around now, but it’s not easy.

Elizabeth:
Yes.

Anita:
She sounds – and female, as well.

Elizabeth:
Yes.

Anita:
And on the other side of the law.  Though, as you said, she’s kind of in between both worlds, isn’t she?  So – 

Elizabeth:
She is.  She definitely starts off, you know, working for the police basically, and for the justice system.

Anita:
Yes, the – so no, she sounds like a really interesting character, and yes, I loved the – what you described about, you know, it’s set in Paris, a city you know – most people would know in some shape or form from film, or books and TV.  But it sounds totally different to what people would know – I think people should give it a go just based on that, because Paris is a city with many sides. So, it might give you a bit of insight into other things that happen in Paris.

Elizabeth:
Yes, yes.  The parts you don’t see in the, you know, romantic movies [laughs].

Anita:
Yes.  The – the strolls along the Seine, and you know –

Elizabeth:
[Laughs]  Yes.

Anita:
The coffees in the fancy cafes, and things like that.  Yes, it sounds great.  It’s certainly made its way onto my reading list after hearing your review, so thank you for that.

Elizabeth:
Excellent.

Anita:
[Laughs]  Or should I thank you?  Because that list is already quite long [laughs].
Elizabeth:
[Laughs].

Anita:
But yes, thank you, it does sound like a great read.  And I would like to ask if you have a code word for our listeners to win a copy of that book?

Elizabeth:
I do.  So, my code word is, ‘Character.’

Anita:
Character.  Great, so thanks for that.
If, listeners, you would like to win a copy of The Godmother, take that code word, Character, and visit our library website.  So, that’s wyndham.vic.gov.au/recently-returned-podcast.  So, visit with that code word, there’s a form on our website, fill that in and you’ll go in the draw to win a copy of that book.  Competition closes on 5 March 2021, and terms and conditions do apply.  If you’ve read any of the books mentioned today or you have any comments or recommendations of your own, we’d love to hear from you.  You can send us an email at recentlyreturned@wyndham.vic.gov.au, or send us a message on our library’s Facebook page which is at Libraries in Wyndham.
And thank you for joining us today Elizabeth, it was great to have you as a guest.

Elizabeth:
Thank you for having me.

Anita:
Thanks, and happy reading, everyone.
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