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Kirsty:
Hello, and welcome to Recently Returned.  I’m one of your hosts, Kirsty, and I’m joined by Viv for another of our Summer Series episodes.


Hi Viv, how are you?


Viv:
I’m good thanks, how are you?
Kirsty:
I’m pretty good.

Viv:
Hello everyone.

Kirsty:
So, Viv, I know you’re familiar with our Summer Series.  So, I’ll be asking you a series of quick lightning round questions, which are all book themed, and then I’ll ask for your summer reading recommendation, which people will be able to go in the draw to win by listening out for a code word.  

Viv:
OK.

Kirsty:
We’ll have more information about the competition later in the episode.  So, are you ready?

Viv:
Yes.

Kirsty:
Let’s go.  First question is easy.  I would just like to know your job at Wyndham, and how long you’ve been with us?

Viv:
OK.  So, I am a library customer service officer, meaning I mostly deal with the public, and I’ve been with Wyndham Libraries for over ten years.

Kirsty:
Congratulations.

Viv:
Thank you.  I’m amazed myself.

Kirsty:
[Laughs].  So, the next two questions – pretty easy.  I just want the title of the book without an explanation, which actually may not be easy.  It might be quite difficult [laughs].  The first question is which one book do you think everyone should read at least once?

Viv:
Boy Swallows Universe by Trent Dalton.

Kirsty:
Not the first time I’ve had that one recommended to me.  And our second question – again, just the book – is which book have you been meaning to read but is sitting unread on your bookshelf or to be read list?

Viv:
All Our Shimmering Skies by Trent Dalton [laughs].

Kirsty:
Same author [laughs].

Viv:
Yes, it is.

Kirsty:
I won’t ask for an explanation, but it is tempting [laughs].

Viv:
[Laughs].

Kirsty:
Our next question has a follow up question.  So, first I’m going to ask you – are you more of a fiction reader or a non-fiction reader?

Viv:
Fiction, fiction, fiction.  All the way.

Kirsty:
I am definitely with you.  So, in all your fiction reading across the years, which one character would you like to meet in person if you could?

Viv:
Well, I have to disclose that my genre is murder and mystery, and general mayhem.  And that, I’d like to think, stops me from doing it if I read about it.
Kirsty:
[Laughs].

Viv:
So, my favourite character that I’d really love to meet is Cormoran Strike, who is the main character in the books of which there are – I think there’s four now, or maybe even five – by Robert Galbraith, aka J.K. Rowling.  It’s a mystery.

Kirsty:
[Laughs].  I think those have also been recommended to me, so I will definitely have to keep an eye out.

Viv:
Have they?

Kirsty:
Yes, I think our very first episode of the Summer Series, Anita had the first book, The Cuckoo’s Calling.

Viv:
Yes.

Kirsty:
As her recommendation for people for summer.

Viv:
Actually, just following up on that, there is actually a BBC-made film or series based on the first three books of this character.  So, we have it in library, and I have watched it four times.

Kirsty:
Wow, OK.

Viv:
It’s not bad.

Kirsty:
That’s an endorsement [laughs].  All right, so now we’re coming to the part of the episode which I’m sure our listeners have been waiting for.

Viv:
[Laughs].

Kirsty:
Wanting to know which book they should read over summer, and they can go in the draw to win.

Viv:
So, I think – I know it’ a little bit out of date now, but Boy Swallows Universe by Trent Dalton.  This book, when I first read it, took me on a journey back to Queensland as it was in the – I think the 1980s – when the main character is a young boy.  And the story, and his journey, and all the incredible, strange and wonderful people that he meets on the way were so beautifully drawn that I was there.  I’ve been in Australia for over 50 years now, and I’ve been to Brisbane a number of times, but I’ve never met any characters like were in this book, and I believe they’ve been written from life.  From people that he’s met – Trent Dalton – in his journey.  I have to hear – put a plug in for my favourite kind of book, and that is an e-audio book.

Kirsty:
Yay.

Viv:
Yay.  I’ve been listening to audio books since God was a boy, and I still have them on cassette, that’s how long ago [laughs].  I have hundreds of them.  Anyway, e-audio books have kept me sane for most of my life, and now with the library, of course you can go to your local library, download the BorrowBox app, as in my case, and listen to so many fabulous titles.  And after reading Boy Swallows Universe I then listened to the e-audio book, and the reading was absolutely brilliant, and I was right there.  I was absolutely surrounded by this life, and e-audio books can be brilliant if you’ve got a good reader.  A reader who is sympathetic and understands the characters and can use the voices.  But if you get a crappy reader then, you know, it ruins the book and you’ll never read it, and you know, that poor author will just sit mouldering away in an attic because the person reading the book was crap.

Kirsty:
Yes.  A narrator can really make or break an audio book.

Viv:
Absolutely, absolutely, and I love them.  And this reading was particularly wonderful.  It’s a great story folks, and it’s Australian.
Kirsty:
[Laughs].

Viv:
Sorry Trent, I couldn’t read All Our Shimmering skies, I will get around to it.  It just didn’t grab me straight away, sorry.

Kirsty:
[Laughs].

Viv:
A friend of mine is reading the second book and saying how, “Oh my gosh, it’s absolutely fabulous,” so I think it’s partly laziness on my part.  But also, I’m still involved in Boy Swallows Universe.  I’m still in that book, I can’t grab myself and pull myself out of there, because it was so wonderful.  A bit like Jane Harper’s The Dry, which was also wonderful.
Kirsty:
There’s something to be said for those books that linger in your psyche.

Viv:
Yes.  Like The Wind in the Willows, which over my lifetime – and it’s considerably long, folks – I would have read maybe 200 times.  That doesn’t seem that much, really.

Kirsty:
Maybe it balances out, because I have never read it.

Viv:
I’m sorry.  You’ve missed the age where it was so wonderful, and I think it’s not so wonderful now, because we have so very many other things.  You know, and they’ve made TV about it, and films about it.

Kirsty:
Yes.

Viv:
But I love those characters dearly.

Kirsty:
Well, it sounds like someone is going to be very happy to win a copy of Boy Swallows Universe.  So, the next thing I am going to ask you is what your code word is?

Viv:
My code word, folks, is swallow.

Kirsty:
Swallow.  So, if you take that code word, swallow, and go to our website, you can enter the competition.  That is www.wyndham.vic.gov.au/recently-returned-podcast.  The competition closes on March 5th, 2021, and terms and conditions apply, and all that information is also on the website.  Good luck everyone for the competition.  If you’re not one of our lucky winners, we have multiple copies of Boy Swallows Universe in hard cover, in audio and e-audio and e-book.  Whatever you want, you can borrow it straight away or put it on hold.

Viv:
[Laughs].

Kirsty:
You can contact us at the podcast on recentlyreturned@wyndham.vic.gov.au or our Facebook page at Libraries in Wyndham.


Thank you, Viv, so much for coming on the show.  It’s a pleasure to have you.

Viv:
It’s a pleasure to be here.

Kirsty:
Have a lovely day everyone, thank you for listening, and as always, happy reading.

Viv:
Definitely happy reading.
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