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Anita:
Hello, and welcome to Recently Returned.  I’m your host Anita, and today I’m joined by Paulina for another episode of our Summer Series.  Hi Paulina

Paulina:
Hi Anita.
Anita:
Hi, welcome.  Thanks for being with us.  Before we get started, I just want to remind our listeners that – to keep an ear out for the code word that we will be sharing later on in the episode for your chance to win a copy of the book Paulina will be talking about today.  There will be more information about that towards the end of the episode.  So, thanks for joining us Paulina.  Can I start by asking you what your job is at Wyndham City Libraries?

Paulina:
Yes.  I’m a programs officer at Werribee branch. 

Anita:
Sounds great, and how long have you been working at Wyndham?

Paulina:
Almost eight years now.

Anita:
Great.  A nice stretch of time.  And what is one book that you think everyone should read at least once?  I’m very – I love this question.  I’m curious to see what you’ve got to say.

Paulina:
Well, it’s a good one for people in Melbourne, I think.  The Rosie Project by Graeme Simsion.
Anita:
Yes, great choice.  I agree.  And what’s one book you’ve been meaning to read which is sitting unread on your bookshelf or on your to be read list?

Paulina:
Well, Sapiens by Yuval Noah Harari, and it is a brief history of humankind.  Non-fiction.

Anita:
Non-fiction.  Well, that leads well into my next question because I wanted to ask you, do you prefer fiction or non-fiction?
Paulina:
I do prefer fiction; I like some non-fiction.  But I like detective stories, but not – not violent ones.  More Body In The Library, Agatha Christie.  

Anita:
That is a classic, isn’t it?

Paulina:
Yes.

Anita:
So, for you as a fiction reader, is there one character that you would love to meet in real life?

Paulina:
It’s really hard to decide, because some of them can get a bit – especially detective stories – single focused.  But maybe Poirot.  I was thinking Miss Marple, but she can be a bit – sticking her nose up in the air at some people.  But Poirot’s always quite nice to people, and he always tells interesting stories.  I think I’d like to have a chat with him.
Anita:
No, you wouldn’t be too worried that he’d come in and start looking for a – like, start investigating?

Paulina:
[Laughs].

Anita:
I’d be worried that they’d uncover something that I didn’t know about.

Paulina:
Well, it depends if you have something to hide.  I think I’ll be fine [laughs].

Anita:
[Laughs].  Very good, very good [laughs].  That’s great, thanks for answering those questions, and now, like, I’d love if you could share with us your summer reading recommendation?
Paulina:
Yes.

Anita:
I’d love to know what you have got to talk about.

Paulina:
Well, I read this earlier this year, and I really like – it’s particularly relevant at the moment, I think.  Minette Walters, The Last Hours.  It’s a really good book, it’s set in about 1100, and it’s at the time of the plague, and the main character is a wife of the local lord, and they’ve got a castle with a bit of a moat, and most of the servants, serfs, live outside that.  But they’ve heard about the plague and her husband, who is not a very nice person, goes off with some of his men to see what’s happening.
Well, they get message that it’s coming closer, the plague, so she brings all the serfs in and locks them all in the castle area with her, and her husband comes back, and she won’t let him back in.  She says, “It’s too dangerous, we don’t know how it’s spread, you and your men have to stay out there for two weeks to quarantine.”  So, it’s a really interesting – because their relationship is interesting, and she’s a very strong woman.  But seeing how they’re dealing with the plague, it’s really relevant at the moment.  I really enjoyed it.  It’s a great story.
Anita:
Yes, that sounds really interesting.  I mean, like, just when you were saying, you know, so you said it’s 1100, and she got him to stay outside and quarantine.  It’s – yes, like I’ve just had – oh my god, that’s – that’s – that’s 2020, that’s now [laughs].  That’s what’s happening, so it’s really interesting to have that – yes, to make – have it feel so relatable.
Paulina:
Exactly, and Minette Walters usually writes crime novels, and her novels are – are quite good.  Her most famous one I’ve never read.  So, Scold’s Bridle, which has been made into a TV series, I think, and a film.  But I’ve never read that one.  But most of them, they’re very good reads, and – but this is something totally different from her, and so she’s a very good author anyway.
And excellent researcher, and it’s fascinating, you know, the amount of history from that time, and that we’re in the same situation.  

Anita:
Yes, because I can’t imagine that she would have, you know, she must have been working on this novel pre-COVID because, you know, it’s – 

Paulina:
Yes.

Anita:
She can’t have put it together this quickly for it to have come out this year.  So, I wonder if she feels a bit like a – some sort of, you know – like, she’s happened to have this perfect novel for 2020 [laughs].

Paulina:
Yes [laughs].

Anita:
Are people thinking she’s, you know, got some kind of magical sight or something –

Paulina:
[Laughs].  Yes, I wonder too.  But it is, yes, very apt for this time, and it really making you aware.  And also, things like women’s lives, and things like that, and the choices they have to make, and – because she has a daughter as well, and you know, the daughter’s very attached to the father, who is not a nice person.  And then so, she’s a teenager, so of course she’s like, “You shouldn’t be doing this, you should let dad in,” and she had helped some of the villagers, and you know, helped them to learn to read, which her husband hadn’t wanted them to.  So, they were a good support for her later on.

Anita:
Yes, that sounds like a good perspective.  Was there anything – just thinking from that kind of plague/COVID process, was there anything in there that surprised you, or that you know, felt really resonated with 2020?

Paulina:
Well, yes.  The isolation, the people saying, “Oh no, I think this is the wrong thing,” and you know, just having – especially a daughter, who was – so they’re the two people of the higher level.  And they also had their own priest, and he was very much on the husband’s side, and that women shouldn’t speak very much.  Like he’s always saying, “Well, it’s a retribution from God, so you should accept it, really, because God has said this to you.”  You know, “Why are you going against him?”  You know, so that’s very hard.  It’s like all the naysayers that you get, and then the daughter is going against her, and just trying to find some support amongst the villagers, serfs, to support them.  And the relationships between them, and then some of them, “Oh, how come she’s picked him to be the leader of this,” and, “This isn’t right,” and a lot of the political situations too –
Anita:
I was just thinking, it sounds like the politics of it which, you know, as we know – like, it sounds like it’s on a smaller scale because it’s, you know, just that – that town, or that community.  But yes, like, you know, so many of those conversations happening in a similar way, obviously not exactly the same way, but yes.

Paulina:
And you’re right about it almost being like a prediction because, you know, you’re reading it and it’s certainly interesting, but then you see those sorts of things played out and you think, “Ooh,” you know.  It still is very much like that.  We haven’t changed too much.  I mean, people tend to still be people.

Anita:
Yes.  It’s amazing, isn’t it?  Because obviously, you know, things like science and, like, I know with the plague, the black death, they didn’t know much about how – how it travelled.  Like, they didn’t really understand, like, the virus, and you know, airborne, and contact and things.  They had inklings.  They sort of thought certain things, but for the most part – and of course, the animals.

Paulina:
Yes.

Anita:
That was a big part too, they didn’t understand that.  That you could be in quarantine, but if you had those – those rats around, you were still probably going to get it.  So, obviously we’ve come a long way from the scientific side.  

Paulina:
Yes.

Anita:
But it sounds like human nature hasn’t changed much.

Paulina:
No, I think a lot of things with human nature don’t change very much, and even when you say that it reminded me like, with witches in the middle ages and things.  Well, witches – the cats were killing the rats, and so they might not be getting sick, and then, “Oh, how come you’re not sick?”

Anita:
Yes [laughs].

Paulina:
You know, and it was “Because I’ve got a cat.”  But yes – they didn’t know, you know [laughs]?
Anita:
Yes.

Paulina:
Yes.

Anita:
Yes, witchcraft.  Now, I must ask though, so you know, it sounds like a great book, and you know, a really interesting period of time to read about especially now.  But is it a bit heavy going for 2020?  Is it – 

Paulina:
No.

Anita:
No?  OK.

Paulina:
No, it’s an easy read.  There’s quite a few pages.  I think maybe about four, five – 600 pages.  But it’s really interesting, and things keep happening, so you’re really interested to see what’s happening.  It’s not a heavy read.

Anita:
OK.  I just wanted to check that, because you know, considering the topic, you know, some of our listeners might think, “Oh, that sounds a bit heavy going for my summer read,” but – 

Paulina:
Yes.  No, I think – it just shows the power and the strength of people when they’re pushed against the wall.  You know, and I think it just feels – you feel good after reading it because you think, “OK, these people have succeeded.”
Anita:
Yes, that’s definitely a nice – a nice note to end on.  Well, that’s great.  Well, thanks for sharing that one.  That one does sound really interesting.  Now, do you have a code word to share with your listeners for the competition?

Paulina:
I do.  So, the code word for the competition is hot read.

Anita:
Hot read.

Paulina:
Good luck.

Anita:
Great, good luck, thank you.  So, good luck from Paulina to our listeners.  Now, if you take that code word, hot read, and visit the library website, that’s wyndham.vic.gov.au/recently-returned-podcast, use that code word to fill in the form on that web page for your change to win a copy of the book.  Now, the competition closes on March 5th, 2021, and terms and conditions apply.  You can find more information on that on our website.  So, if you would like to share your own reading recommendations, or you have any comments about what you’ve heard today, you can send us an email at recentlyreturned@wyndham.vic.gov.au or drop us a line on the library Facebook page, which is at Libraries In Wyndham.  Thank you for joining us Paulina, and sharing your summer read, and thanks for joining us listeners.
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