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Anita:
Hello, and welcome to Recently Returned.  I’m your host Anita, and today I’m joined by Eva for another episode of our Summer Series.


Hello Eva, welcome.

Eva:
Hi Anita.
Anita:
Great to have you here.  I just want to remind our listeners as well that Eva will be sharing her book review, along with a code word which will give you a chance to win a copy of that book.  So, listen out for more information about that at the end of the episode.  But to get started Eva, I’d just like to ask you some short questions just so our listeners can get to know you.  Are you ready?

Eva:
Yes, sure.

Anita:
Thank you.  So, firstly to start with, what’s your job at Wyndham City Libraries?

Eva:
So, I’m a programs librarian, Anita.

Anita:
Great, and how long have you been working at the library?

Eva:
Well, I’ve had two stints.  I actually started working at the Wyndham City Libraries in 1980.  Then I left to have a family, and also was working in academic libraries for a period of time, and then commenced working back at Wyndham again in 2008.

Anita:
That’s really – yes, interesting, you would have seen so much change in that time I’m sure.

Eva:
There’s a lot of changes.  I mean, Wyndham started off with one library back in 1980, which was located right next to the Civic Centre, and now we have five libraries located through – throughout the municipality.  So, it’s changed dramatically, and the population is just a huge population that the libraries are actually providing for now.
Anita:
It’s – yes, it certainly sounds like a lot of change, and I mean, it’s been a while, but it hasn’t really been that long.  So, a lot of change in a pretty short amount of time, and it must have been so interesting to see that.

Eva:
It’s been very interesting.  It’s – you know, just watching the whole transition, and the way the libraries have evolved, and you know, the programs and services it now provides is really amazing.

Anita:
That’s great.  And so, I’ll just ask you a couple of book related questions.  So, here I’m just after the title and author, so no elaboration.  Which can be hard sometimes.  But what’s one book that you think everyone should read at least once?

Eva:
I think, The Little Prince.  I think, yes, definitely the little prince.  It’s – it’s heavy going, but it’s – it’s quite an interesting book which relates to life, so that’s my selection.

Anita:
Excellent.  Yes.  No, that’s a good one, and what’s one book you’ve been meaning to read which is currently sitting unread on your bookshelf, or your to be read list?

Eva:
Well, it’s been sitting there for a little while looking at me, but I think Stephen Fry, More Fool Me.  I think that would be – I think he’s an intelligent man, and I think it would be very humorous.  So, I think I need to get into that one fairly soon.

Anita:
Yes, great.  I can – I love Stephen Fry’s voice, so I think – I imagine if I read that book, I’d be sort of picturing him reading it to me [laughs].

Eva:
Yes.  I think I’d really enjoy that, so that’s my next selection.

Anita:
Great.  And as a reader, are you generally a fiction reader or a non-fiction reader?

Eva:
Yes, non-fiction.  I prefer the non-fiction, Anita.  I like fiction also, but non‑fiction is my preference.

Anita:
Sure.  And so, could you tell us the most interesting thing you’ve learned from a book?

Eva:
Being non-fiction, I mean there’s just so much to learn, and reading the biogs and autobiographies I just – I just realised how fast life goes, you know?  It’s quite amazing.  I mean, life goes fast anyway, but reading the adventures, and the experiences people have, you know, you realise how it really does fly past.

Anita:
No, that’s an important life lesson in a way, yes.  That’s a good one, thanks very much.  And do you have a summer reading recommendation to share with our listeners today?  I’d love to hear about it.

Eva:
Yes, I do.  I really enjoyed reading Sam and Chester.  It was just so interesting, and it provided the journey of a mother and her family discovering one of her sons has autism.  It was an English family who lived in Spain, and she realised something was not right with her oldest son at the time.  And she was looking for – for answers – it was getting quite confusing and frightening – of what was happening to – you know, of the symptoms she could see from her son.  And you know, his behaviour had changed, but being young it was very difficult to see anything unusual.
She was – of course, she went onto the internet, and she started looking for answers on the internet, and then she started seeking, you know, medical advice and seeing paediatricians.  So, it - it took a bit of time to actually discover or analyse what was actually happening with her son, as there was a lot of observation that was required.  Eventually they had realised what the issue was with Sam, and living in Spain, they decided they probably needed to go back to England.  And I was just so envious reading – reading about the wonderful lifestyle they were living in Spain.  I mean, as she was saying, it was – they had a dream home at a seaside village with picturesque postcard whitewashed buildings tangled in vines and brightly coloured flowers, cafés under the orange trees.
But she’d realised that in order to give her son Sam the best opportunities in life, and medical support as well as educational opportunities, that the family would move back to England.  So, that’s what they did, and you know, it was a typical family, you know, moving house.  Going through all the stages of everyday life.  But they did find an appropriate location that would suit Sam’s development, and moving to a new house quite frequently throughout the book.  And it was just such a typical household until they discovered the pig in their life, which was Chester was a – was going to be a miniature pig, and he became part of the household.
So, the book actually was – was quite lovely, as it was very humorous and adventurous of Chester coming into the household.  And the lifestyle was pretty much Chester being in the household, and they had to change a lot of their lifestyle to accommodate Chester.  So, it was just a lovely story, and it also though explained autism, you know, a child having autism.  And you know, the needs, and the opportunities that could be provided for her child, Sam, and also all the family support that was – that was there as well.  So, it was just such a lovely book to read, and I found I was getting through it very quickly once I started.  So, yes.

Anita:
Yes, it sounds – it sounds great.  It sounds – I like that you mentioned that it’s kind of funny as well, but that you learned quite a bit about autism and the needs around that.  It sounds like the author – so, who is the author again?  What’s her name?
Eva:
The author is Jo Bailey.

Anita:
So, it sounds like the author did a really good job of – yes, of explaining the needs of her son but also in a light hearted way with Chester.

Eva:
Type of way, yes.  Yes.  So, there’s lots of twists and turns that happen in the book, as life doesn’t travel smoothly all the time, and I think that was what was great in the book too.  That the mother, you know, just took everything in her stride, and she was just such a determined person to ensure that her family had the best, and she followed through on all the opportunities that were available to provide the best life for her son Sam.  And also, for, you know, for Will as well being the other son, and also how, you know, he had developed a lot too in having a brother that had autism.  But you know, just – there’s lots of – you know, lots of lovely things that happened through the book.  I don’t want to give it all away, but it’s just lovely things that happen that just really made it happen like a typical family, really.  Typical family life, you know.  But it – it was a lovely journey.
Anita:
No, it sounds like it.

Eva:
Yes, particularly with Chester coming into the picture.  So – 

Anita:
Yes, well as you were saying, a typical family, I’m like, “I don’t know any families with a pig.”  [Laughs].

Eva:
Yes.

Anita:
You know, but I do know they are more common as – as pets even outside of the country, so – [laughs].

Eva:
Yes.

Anita:
Yes, that does sound like a great summary.  Thank you for sharing that with me and our listeners.  Now, do you have a code word for our listeners to enter the competition to win a copy of that book?

Eva:
I think the word, “Chester.”

Anita:
Chester.  Excellent choice.  So, yes.


So, listeners, if you take that word – codeword – Chester and visit our library website – so that’s www.wyndham.vic.gov.au/recently-returned-podcast - with that codeword fill in the entry form there for a chance to win a copy of that lovely book, Sam and Chester.  Competition closes March 5th 2021, and terms and conditions apply.  And if you’ve read any of the books mentioned today, or you have any comments or any recommendations of your own, we’d love to hear from you.  You can send us an email at recentlyreturned@wyndham.vic.gov.au or drop us a line on the library’s Facebook page at Libraries in Wyndham.


Well, thanks very much for joining us today, Eva.  It was great to hear your reading recommendations and learn a little bit more about you.
Eva:
Thanks Anita, it’s been lots of fun.  Thanks for inviting me.

Anita:
Our pleasure, thanks for joining us – and happy reading everyone.
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