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Kirsty:
Hello, and welcome to Recently Returned. I'm one of your regular hosts, Kirsty, and I'm joined today by Fariha for another episode of our Summer Series of podcast episodes. Hi, Fariha. How are you?

Fariha: 
I'm good, thanks. How are you, Kirsty? 

Kirsty: 
Yeah, I'm pretty good. Just a reminder to our listeners at home that you can go in the draw to win a copy of the book Fariha is going to recommend later, just listen out for the code word and there'll be more information on that later. But first, we're going to get into a quick lightning round of questions so we can get to know you. Are you ready? Excellent. So first two questions are really easy. I’d just like to know your job at Wyndham and how long you've been with us?

Fariha: 
Sure. So I'm a customer service library officer at Wyndham City Libraries, and I've been with the Libraries just over a year now.

Kirsty: 
Welcome. It's been an interesting year to be part of the Library, that's for sure. Our next two lightning round questions, I'm just going to ask you for the title and author of the book without any explanation of why you've chosen them. So the first question is, what is the one book you think everyone should read? 

Fariha: 
Sure. So it's The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon.

Kirsty: 
Oh, that's  a good one. And the second question is, what is one book you've been meaning to read, but which has been sitting unread on your bookshelf or to-be-read list?

Fariha: 
So currently, there's a lot on my bookshelf, but one that I really want to read next is called Piranesi by Susannah Clarke. I don't know if I said the name right.

Kirsty: 
I think it's correct, or at least it's very close to the pronounciation. I can picture the cover in my head. Our next question has a follow up, so do you prefer fiction or non-fiction when you're reading?

Fariha: 
Definitely fiction.

Kirsty: 
Yeah, me too. [Laughs]. So, which one character would you like to meet in real life, if you could? 

Fariha: 
Well, that was a tough one, but I just settled for Professor Dumbledore, because growing up the Harry Potter series was probably my most favourite series of books. And definitely, Dumbledore was one of the characters I really wanted to meet. And I think I imagined myself meeting him a few times as well, and what kind of conversations we'd have and so on and so forth. [Laughs].

Kirsty: 
Excellent. He's got such an interesting backstory for a character, as well, so that would definitely make for some interesting conversation. OK. So now's the part that our listeners might have been waiting eagerly for, what book have you chosen for the Summer Reading Recommendation?

Fariha: 
So the book that I've chosen is Americanah, by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie. I hope I said that right. The author is Nigerian, and this book is basically a love story, and the main characters are Ifemelu and Obinze. They're too young Nigerian lovers, and basically, the story even though it is essentially a love story, it also explores complex things like race, culture, relationships, politics, and immigration. So, Ifemelu and Obinze meet at university in Nigeria, and are separated when Ifemelu moves to the States, where she has attends an American university and starts a blog dealing with race issues in America, while Obinze moves to England and ends up being an illegal immigrant. It's a very well written book with real characters and an intriguing story. And it deals with issues of race, definitely, and very accurately paints a picture of the difference of being black in Africa, and being black in the States. And it is also a coming of age book. And I believe it's a must read for all young people, especially women, Ifemelu being the main character in the novel. And I think anyone who enjoys a good story with complex things would enjoy this book.

Kirsty: 
Yeah, the author is really well regarded as well, she's done a few short story collections as well, I think?

Fariha: 
I haven't read any of her other works, but now I will, obviously, after Americanah. And yeah, there's a few others novels, as well as short story collections by her.

Kirsty: 
Was there something in particular about the writing style that spoke to you?

Fariha: 
Yes, it was very candid and straightforward. It was like someone actually telling the story. I actually heard it as an audio book, I think maybe that's why I had that impression. It was very easy to follow and you could really sympathise with the characters. So yeah, I think the characters were so real that you could really relate to them. And being a migrant myself, some of the issues that is addressed in the book, I kind of recognised them as well. So that's why it struck a chord in me.

Kirsty: 
It sounds like a fantastic book, and I'm going to have to add it to my ever growing pile, I think. But before I go and do that, I will ask you for a code word for our listeners. 

Fariha: 
Yes, so the code word would be Obinze.

Kirsty: 
Now, listeners, you can use that code word, you can look up the spelling if you like, or we'll accept good attempts at the spelling of that character's name. So you'll use that code word and enter it into the competition form, which is on our website, www.wyndham.vic.gov.au/recently-returned-podcast. The competition is open until March 5, 2021. Terms and conditions apply, but you can read all that on our website. So, thank you so much, Fariha, for coming on.

Fariha: 
Thank you for having me, Kirsty. 

Kirsty: 
I had some excellent books there, and to our listeners at home, thanks for listening. If you've read any of the books mentioned, or if you have any comments or recommendations of your own, please feel free to contact us. We'd love to hear from you. You can send us an email at recentlyreturned@wyndham.vic.gov.au, or drop us a line on the Library Facebook page at Libraries in Wyndham. So, thanks once more, and happy reading!
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